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Autumn is colorful!  It is a beautiful season to take landscape photos, close-ups of the color 

changes, and fun Halloween keepsakes. 

 

The photos above are a few samples:  two colorful leaves that fell next to a very weird 

mushroom make a great close-up; a child intent on carving a jack-o-lantern is a fun casual 

portrait; and the black wrought iron fence dissecting small piles of blown leaves shows a bit 

different perspective. 

 

Some tips: 

 

1.  For scenery (landscapes) try taking your photos  

 very early in the morning or late in the afternoon  

 for softer and warmer light. 

2. For Halloween costume photos, do them at twilight  

and outside with a carefully chosen background  

such as bales of straw, or some tall bushes, or a  

big tree, etc. 

3. An interesting contrast is a branch of leaves that 

          have changed color against the bright green of  

          leaves that have yet to change.  Or the contrast of  

          a green plant surrounded by a colorful leaf pile.  



     
 

 

 

 

 

6. Sometimes a little “fill flash” from about 4 or 5 feet away will bring up the subject 

when it is dusk outside.  Notice the focus is on the boy’s face, not the jack-o-lantern. 

 

                   
 7.  A small pile of colorful leaves is great for this little boy’s smiling portrait.  Notice the little  

      bit of late afternoon sunshine. 

4.  A close up of several leaves in bright sunlight, 

with distinct leaf shadows, is a pretty photo. 

5.  A close up of a colorful leaf with a short depth 

of field to blur the background of green grass is a 

nice contrast. 

 



 

8.  Autumn light is often great for portraits.  Blur the background for a great effect. 

                              
 

9.  Keep your camera handy.  Nature can sometimes surprise you! 

 

               
 

Lela Hewlett, Porter County 4-H Photography Superintendent 


